
-----------------------------------------------------------

"Happy Birthday" this week to ... Bro. Dan Hindman-Wed., March 18th

James Shewbart-Friday, March 2151

March 16, 2008
WELCOME to Burnout Missionary Baptist Church

Brother Dan C. Hindman, Pastor
Home Phone Number: 256-332-9937

FROM THE PASTOR'S PEN:
All Bible lovers come up against apparent problems in their quest for

fuller knowledge. Peter found it hard to understand some of the truths Paul
wrote about (II Pet. 3: 16). While we rejoice in all ofthe simplicity ofthe
Word, we readily concede the presence of deep sayings requiring prayerful
and patient study. How true is the saying of a saint ofyester-years, "Ifthere
are shallows in the Bible where a little child may wade, there are depths
where a giant must swim."

One ofthese seemingly problematic truths is predestination-a theme
upon which volumes have been written, but also one which has separated

many of God's children. Because of this a prayerful, extensive study has
been undertaken. Wrested out of its Biblical setting, this doctrine has been
given a prominence out of all proportion to related truth. I humbly and
prayerfully share what appears to me to be truth concerning this great
doctrine.

THE DOCTRINE OF PREDESTINATION

(Romans 8:28-34)
It would seem as if there is a triad of words closely associated with God's

sovereignty, namely, foreknowledge, election, and predestination. Taken
together, they present a trinity in unity. Dr. C. I. Scofield's comment on their
relationship is most enlightening. Here is the way that eminent teacher of
God's Word descTibesthis triplet of divine attributes:

"The divine order isforeknowledge, election, predestination. That
foreknowledge determines the election or choice is clear from 1Peter 1:2,
and predestination is the bringing to pass of the election. Election looks
back to foreknowledge: predestination foreward to the destiny. But
Scripture nowhere declares what it is in the divine foreknowledge which
determine~ the divine election and predestination. The foreknown are
elected, and the elect are predestined, and this election is certain to every
believer by the mere fact that he believes (1Thess. 1:4,5)."
We may find it profitable to take these weighty terms separately, and
examine their content and context.
I. FOREKNOWLEDGE

A. "Fore" or "before" simply means that God knows
beforehand what the future holds.

l) Because of His omniscience, He know the end from
the beginning. Nothing is hid form Him, who knows
what things we have need of before we ask Him.

2) Perfection of prescience belongs to God alone, as the
Almighty, He has a clear and full knowledge of
events before they occur (I Pet. 1:2; Rom. 8:29).

3) There is, of course, no contradiction between God's
foreknowledge and man's responsibility. God
knows in advance how man will act.

B. Foreknowledge, then, means to define"and determine
beforehand, to mark out boundaries in advance.
1) All the details of our (true believers) salvation were

arranged in a past eternity before time commenced
(Eph. 1:4-notice "in Him"-Paul is writing to the
saved (Eph. 1:1). He is talking about "the believer's
standing in grace" and the benefits of believer's in
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Christ). This "in Christ" is God's plan before the
foundation of the world!

"All" implies every possible blessing for time and
for eternity, which the Holy Spirit has bestowed,
even the entire sanctification of the believers

(Rom.8:28,29).
In his exposition of Paul's declaration, "Whom He did
foreknow" (Rom. 8:29), Walter Scott says,

"God's absolute foreknowledge of persons, of things, of events, small and

great, is necessarily a divine attribute. With God all is one ever present.
The eternal God is. A past and future are relative ideas. But what a strength
and consolation to God's tired saints that they individually were know to
God in eternal ages, their life history, the most trivial circumstances
concerning them, every detail of life and character lay open to Him. All
were and are ever before Him. The text of Romans 8 refers to individuals.
We, and each personmly, before Him in absolute knowledge of what and
where we were, before Him in our sin and ruin, yet He chose us for
blessing. "
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"For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be
conformed to the image of His Son" in glory (I In. 3 :2).
Paul's reference to God's purpose and counsel (Eph. 1:11) is
associate with Him foreknowledge. His purpose refers to the
blessed fact that God, in Himself, in the exercise of His
divine, sovereign will, in the dateless past devised a system
of government and glory to be displayed incoming ages. His
counsel intimates the way, the means and method of
realizing to the full His purpose. God's eternal plan and
purpose crystallizes in and through His Son, Jesus Christ (I
In.5:12).
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