
"Happy Birthday" TODAY to ... Blake Townsend-IS years old

LADIES ••.Y ou are invited to a baby shower for Chris & Laura Hester TODAY
2:00-3:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. It's a boy!
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FROM THE PASTOR'S PEN:
There are many compromising trends in many, if not most, Baptist

churches today! Many have become church-oriented for convenience
rather than bringing glory to God. If God does not receive glory in all
phases of church worship and services, then such is a mockery and in
vain. (I Cor. 10:31). God's glory should be the primary objective for
all activities in and through His church.

One trend that is very much disturbing in most Baptist Churches is:

WOMEN'S APPAREL FOR WORSHIP I
Jesus shed His blood for His Church (Acts 20:28). When one of

the Lord's New Testament Churches meets together in church
capacity, the Lord is in their very presence (Matt. 18:20). This is the
same capacity that He was with Israel in the Tabernacle. (Exo.25:8,
22; 29:42-46; 40:34-38). One can see in these Scriptures that there
was a "special" capacity in which God dwelled in His very presence
inside the Tabernacle differently than when He was leading by the \
cloud or fire above them. John the Baptist referred to Jesus as the
"bridegroom" and His church as the "bride" in John 3:26-30. Jesus
also uses this same context in Matthew 9: 14-17. Based on these

scriptures, we must understand that when the Lord's New Testament

Churches assemble, as in Hebrews 10:23-25, it is a special assembly
with God in their very presence and should be treated as such. (Does
the Lord have but very few congregations today?)

Now, let us consider the examples we have in scripture concerning
apparel for worship. In Exodus 28:1, 39-43, we see that the priests had
special garments to wear when they were ministering in the holy place.
These garments were separate from their every day clothes that they
wore (Ezekiel 44: 15-19). These garments were for "glory and beauty"
to the Lord and not for the priest. Notice that the priests, all being
male, wore "breeches". These were essentially "pants" worn under the
robes to gird their loins. Breaches, or pants, were never used as
women's apparel in worship. Especially considering going before God
in His presence in His house, women should be very careful that their
apparel is such that would please God. Such apparel certainly would
not be seductive!

When we see that women's apparel and men's apparel were
definitely different because the command was given that women
should not wear men's garments and visa versa in Deuteronomy 22:5.
We are warned in I Corinthians 6:9 that the effeminate are

unrighteous. Effeminate comes ITom the Greek, meaning soft;
figuratively a catamite meaning a boy kept for unnatural purposes.
Unnatural, in context with the subject matter, being those that go
against the natural makeup of the body (Romans 1:18-32). The
English word effeminate means to make womanish or delicate; unman.
These verses show us that there is a distinct difference in how women
should dress and how that men should dress.
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PRAYER LIST: SHUT-INS:
The Church Martha Oliver

Our Pastor & his family Lucille Horton
Lost People Oniece Thorn
Our Missionaries Christine Townsend

SPECIAL PRAYER REQUEST:
The elderly of our church (call & let them know we love them)
Yvonne Greenhill Ila Gilley
Bea Hendrix Nellie Philips
Jane Holden Jean Hardin (has cancer)
James Abston Donnie Issacs
Hassie Slayton Gina Tierce
Jamie Davis (has cancer) Chelsea McWilliams
Bro. Truman Kimbrough Jerry Kimbrough
Rosa Blackburn

Continue to pray for our country, its leaders, and our armed forces.
CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR BRO. DAN'S HEALTH & MRS. SHIRLEY



The Banner of the Cross Is (Gal. 6:14)
A. The Centre of Attraction-John 12:32
B. The Standard of Peace-Col. 1:20

C. The Symbol of Power-I Cor. 1:18
D. The Mark of Separation-Gal. 6:14

There is more to consider about women's apparel for worship
because of Matthew 5:28; I Timothy 2:9-14, and I Peter 3:3-6. All of
these verses not only teach us about the apparel of a woman, but also
that those garments must be modest. Modest comes from the Greek
meaning orderly, and of good behavior. Remember that the priests'
garments of "glory and beauty" were for the Lord, not as an outward
showing for the priests. Women should always dress modestly being
more concerned with the inward appearance. However, the outward
appearance does reflect the inward as in Matthew 12:33-35. If our
dress is such that a man could have reason to look and lust, then the

women are guilty with him as Matthew 5:28.
Perhaps we should go back and seriously reconsider what exactly is

taking place when we enter into one ofthe Lord's New Testament
Churches for worship. Hebrews 12:22-24 gives a description of what
took place when the church at Jerusalem met together for worship. It
was in God's presence with an innumerable company of angels.
Again, Matthew 18:20 says that Jesus is in our midst, as well.

Let us consider all of this in the light of Proverbs 31:30, "Favour is
deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth the Lord, she
shall be praised." We all have a special privilege as New Testament
Church members, and specifically women today, to enter in the "holy
place" into God's presence. Let us go into the House of the Lord
prepared inwardly and outwardly according to the Word of God for
true Worship of our Sovereign, Omnipotent Lord.

Ladies, thanks for setting the example for other by dressing
appropriately at all times, and most especially when we are coming
into God's House. Yes,

TO GOD BE THE GLORY FOREVER!!!
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